heed. 

I gave it the title: “The Radiant Cosmography containing the cosmog- 
raphy of tradition”. 

And 1 ask God for a good intention and a pleasing conclusion! 
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inserted hamzas wherever they would be used in modern writing and 
have treated the wows and yds accordingly. Only when the meaning of the 
word could be affected, as in the case of hawa' (= air) and huwatt 
(= abysses), have I expressed my hesitation in the apparatus or more 
explicitly in the commentary. 




6 . And, through the intermediary of ad-Daljhak, Abu s-Sayh cites the 
following tradition from Ibn 'Abbas (may God be pleased with both of 
them!): “God’s messenger (God grant him blessings and peace!) said that 
God created a tablet from a white pearl, the two sides of which are made of 
a green chrysolite, and the writing on it is light. Every day He looks at it 360 


. £ W 'C 

3 * g 


o c/> 
1 P P 
OQ 

pea* 


o 2 H 
a ^ DP 

: a P. p 

rt. P go 

P 053 a 

H) a. 

< 5 ' 3 

a p 

° % 
CD O 

S S'S 4 
B >o 

•§ Sg- 

r-f PI D 

o w 

p's ° 

n> pd «-+ 

&' < 3 
3 OS 

S o a 
g o. 3. 

CP . 05 

r+ P g. 

P « o 
tJ 

cd n> 

N-. P S. 

C/5 C/5 ^ 

«» 8 .g 

a. ^ 

21 P 

p3 tr* 

P P 

8 ST 4 ** 

o B o 
'-*> a: 
u> ?“ n 
CT\ O “> 

g ^ P 
o • • n> 


. C/5 

* ^ M< 
^ r/x 
p w 
j o ^ 

* O <P 
p 

‘3 a- 

r+. os 
P 

n> r-K 

l-i* p 
o CD 
O 


(D 2 w K) 

; p P _* • 

. 2 < p ^ 

1 p ro r+ a 
p ^ ct 1 o- 

‘ 3 “ a 

■ rv r-J- h-t' 

,g IS 1 

g. ~ S 

: * * re a- A 
> o. “ d 
<; K* > a 
2 . p S' ft 
“§ B.a 
8 'g* > 

g* £ g ?< 
3 g cl ax 

05 W r-t- P 
yj P ^ 

p 2 « <t=r * 

^ ni P o. 
S >-t o n> 

2 . p a. 
O 3* 5 S 

>-h < 21 cfl 

14 

to < 2 , 5 : 

£T 2 . « “ 

C» P P 
P 03 g 

< *» O D- 

n i — t t-i ^ 

£ C n d. 

JT ^ o 
O *» g- B 

<J p o> *• 
h“H 

r-K r-t- ^ 

« P P -| 
^ cp n> cp 
p a a w 
g 3 ® O 
o* 2 p e! 

^ (t H fD 

p a cd p- 


f«H<* 
i’ J tf M 

' 5* s S’ 
i s g'S 

i cr Bi 5 
u o l “ 1 
2 . 0 
r+ m 2 

* p- s f=* 

2 « r* , 

B rf. P 
« P H) 
' w/ n ,-*■ 

- * V >-»j *1 

- O P 
0 & P 

ail. 1 

u o K* 

l-t P w 
(l OP 2 ’ 

p® CO 2 
3 

P- o 

p p 
CTQ C /3 

- P» O *» 

CP PL .JT, 

(5 H O* 

.58* ?• 
; 8 >9 
>*%g 

ti 4 “ ^ 

I 

P P 1 

a* 0 ca< 

• A 2 w 
a' p 

- 5 

a> ‘P 

SUB 

. 62- 3 O* 

. a » p 

S B.V 


^ *o ^ 
3 O s. 


53 p ffi 

S P n 

•3 Be. 
*5 I- - 

pj tr g- 
t3 f? 

O- «- pj 

E 3 ffi g 

do - » O* 


a* s> ^ 

s* a ■ 

5 ' i sf 

,TO g- C. 

OQ t/5< 

P i 

m rf 

*-t p 

. S3 g <5 

>*d gt<!3* 

o ft ” 

.iff 

S* o 

r b * 

M 

1 g* ^ P 
P- Ef CD 

a p h‘ 

a “ s 
” 2 
O r5 § 
ao a 

rv »-*• 

tr- - P 


3. « S 

. « g* 3 
n> • 

B ctq v 

K ^ 

*< P W5 

i - 1 g a 

. O P H) 

> i tr > 

. e* „ ^ 

* -o 2 p 
8 " 
P cn 

» «-► a* 

i • r+ 

HH O P. 
* P P 
n> •• OQ 

1 S. * § 


„ H) P 


OQ 2 

« S 


o ^ ri 

>-»5 ^ a* 

*Q- 

gtas 

&- g, 
o a 
a o _ 
n> p 2 . 

O 

o o 
p- w 
n S ^ 
M.g 3* 

C /5 P* <T> 


fp J o 

g-? g 

O n “ 

* | » o 

a o 
.33°- 

•S “ w 
►3 T3 

o 

p ^ p 

* o 5 ? o> 

^ p- p 

* ar •• 0 

, p- sa 

aq ^ 

(l p n 
P* W 

.S'* £ 

^ pp 
p c/> 

C/5 p-t- “ 

N-. 03 O* 
P P CP 
M p 

« cP 


P 03 CT* 

3 a 

CTO % > 

- S Si 
a 

O " -aj 
8. a S 1 

Q ft 3 
3 n 

p h pa 

cf P 5 

a ° o- 

n w 

P I> ^ 1 

" a gi 

*B 

S eg* 

8-gl 

p o ^ 
cr o a 

2 a - 

^ o w 

o 

^ ar B 

"Si . 1 

b a 2 

ill 

a" « 

ft - S 

' h-r 1 05 

o " 

5* B a* 

B g* B. 
a* ft a 

SHTo 

P* V— ^ I— K 


o g 4 

O ^ 
3 Co 
2 ^ 
2 rs 
2 © 
ft a 

a a - 
TO o 

e - ^ 



whatever comes into being up to the Last Day.” 

12. At-Tabaram quotes Ibn c Abbas (may God be pleased with them 
both !) as saying: “Verily, God created the throne, and He sat down on it. 
Then He created the stylus, and He gave it the command to keep running 
with His permission. The stylus is as big as the distance between heaven 






THE TRANSLATION : HEAVENS AND EARTHS 


earth?” — He said: “Water.” — It was asked: “And what is under the 
water?” — He replied: “Earth.” — Again: “And what is under the 
earth?” — He said: “A rock.” — Then: “And what is under the rock?” 

— He replied: “An angel.” — “And what is under the angel?”, it was asked. 

— He said: “A fish whose two extremities are suspended at the throne.” — 






they decrease in intensity.” 

49. Ahmad, at-Tabaranl in the §agir, Ibn as-Sunni in the Jibb an-nabawi, 
Abu s-Sayh and al-Hatlb in the Kitab an-nugwn quote the following 
saying of Abu Hurayra: “God’s messenger (God’s blessing and peace be 



favour!) said: “God created a day, and He called it ‘Sunday’. Then He 
created a second, and He called it ‘Monday’. Then He created a third, and 
He called it ‘Tuesday’. Then He created a fourth, and He called it 
‘Wednesday’. Then He created a fifth, and He called it ‘Thursday’. He 
created the earth on Sunday and Monday. And He created the mountains 
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doors. However, whatever came to you, came to you through a cleft in 
them (i.e. the doors). If one of those doors were opened, whatever there is 
between heaven and earth would be dispersed.” 

21. And again, he quotes this saying of Ibn c Abbas: “(jamb never goes 
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icwcivcs min cAucpt wun a coon; ana tney are not left without rain except night. And the following day morning comes up on that land — with 

through a sin.’ ” g ree n f rogs! > _ jb n ‘Abbas replied: ‘Indeed, this lowest heaven up to the 

24. And Abu s-Sayh mentions the following tradition from al-Hasan: It one that is next to it, and the interval between the two, is altogether 

was as he looked at the clouds .that he said: “By God, in them is your water. In it there swim the animals the like of which live in this your 

sustenance, but you are deprived of it through your faults.” sea.’” 
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the clouds and tells them how much rain he wants them to drop. 

8 . Ibn al-Mundir and Abu s-Sayh cite this statement of ad-Dahhak: 
“Thunder is an angel called Ar-Ra c d. His voice, one hears, is his act of 
praise.” 

9 . Ibn Garir, Ibn Abl Hatim, Abu §-Sayh and al-Bayhaql, in his Musnad, 
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7. Al-Buhari (may God grant him mercy!), in Al-adab al-mufrad, cites on it in the sky. But when God established it as security against drowning 

the following saying of Ibn 'Abbas (may God grant them both His for the people of this earth, God removed string and arrow. And God 

favour!): “The Milky Way is one of the gates of heaven. As to the knows better.” 

rainbow, it is the security against drowning after the people of Noah (on 
him be peace!).” 
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5. Ibn Abl Hatim quotes c Ata’ as saying: “The first mountain that was set 
on earth was Abu Qubays.” 

6. And, according to Abu s-Say{i, Ibn c Abbas said: “Truly, the 
mountains are quite proud on earth because it is firmly established 
through them.” 





skin in the hand of an angel. If the angel were to treat it carelessly, it 
would clash against the earth.” 

8. And Ibn Abl Hatim mentions this saying of Ka c b al-Ahbar (may 
God grant him His favour!): “The sea exceeds the earth only by the 
holding rope of a bull.” 
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particular locality on the surface of the earth, and which invents and 
employs the instruments necessary to guarantee the utmost accuracy 
in observations, (p. 1135). 

Hence the term hay 'a appears to cover the purely scientific and 
mathematical side of the astronomer’s work. 
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THE TRANSLATION 



Ai : This manuscript was copied 25 years after S, namely in the year is attached, but it probably is of a later date and written without care. 

988 H./1580 A.D.. It is part of the Aya Sofya collection of Suleymaniye The measurements of the manuscript are: 210 x 156 mm, and writing 

Library in Istanbul. It is the first treatise in the volume bearing the covers 140 x 100 mm. 

number K. 2681. The copyist was a certain Muhammad b. c Abd Qadr P 2 : This is another copy of as-Suyutl’s treatise now kept in the 

C A1I al-BarlassI. He wrote it in a very neat NashI, on 31 folios with 19 Garret Collection of Princeton University. Its catalogue number is 991. 



205 x 149 mm, and the text of the treatise covers 25 folios, with 23 lines Istanbul, Lala Ismail 678/11. 

to the page. It is written in a NashI of the Arab style by an unknown Istanbul, Laleli 3736/2. 

copyist. The date is given as the year 1059 H./1649 A.D. This copy Istanbul, Laleli 3767/3. 

appears to be fairly trustworthy; generally it agrees with the older Istanbul, M. Hafid Ef. 191. 

manuscripts S and Ai . The variants it offers indicate that the copyist had Istanbul, Mihrisah S. 335/3. 
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heed. 

I gave it the title: “The Radiant Cosmography containing the cosmog- 
raphy of tradition”. 

And I ask God for a good intention and a pleasing conclusion! 
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